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California Tire fee
This pamphlet is designed to provide basic information on the California Tire Fee Act. 
If you have questions that are not answered in this publication and would like to talk 
to a Board representative, please call the telephone number shown on the left.

vehicles,motorizedequipment,con-
structionequipment,orfarmequip-
mentthatissoldseparatelyfromthe
motorizedequipment;or

• Anewtiresoldwithaneworused
motorvehicle,asdefinedinPublic
ResourcesCodesection42803.5,
includingthesparetire;or

• Anewtiresoldwithconstruction
equipmentorfarmequipment.

A“newtire”doesnotincluderetreaded,
reused,orrecycledtires.

What tires are not subject  
to the fee?
TheCaliforniatirefeemaynotbeimposed
onanytiresoldwith,orsoldseparatelyfor
useon,anyofthefollowing:

• Anyself-propelledwheelchair.
• Anymotorizedtricycleormotorized

quadricycle,asdefinedinsection407
oftheVehicleCode.

• Anyvehiclethatissimilartoamotor-
izedtricycleormotorizedquadricycle
andisdesignedtobeoperatedbya
personwho,byreasonofthatperson's
physicaldisability,isotherwiseunable
tomoveaboutasapedestrian.

When are the tax filing 
 requirements?
As a registered feepayer, you must file
a tax returnonorbefore the15thof the
month following theendofeachreport-
ingperiod.

If you file a late return or make a late
payment,youaresubjecttothefollowing
penaltyandinterestcharges:
• Interest charges.Ifyoumakealate

payment,youwilloweinterestbased
ontheamountunpaidbytheduedate.

What is the tire fee?
Thetirefeeiscollectedfromcustomerswho
purchasenewtiresfromCaliforniaretailers.
Fee revenues are used by the California
Integrated Waste Management Board for
programs thatprovidealternatives to the
landfilldisposalofusedtires.

Forexample,thefeesareusedto
• Operateatirerecyclingprogram
• Administerawastetirehauler

registrationprogram
• Payforcleanupsrelatedtothedisposal

ofusedwholetires
• Conductresearchdirectedatpromoting

anddevelopingalternativestolandfill
disposalofusedwholetires

• Operateastatewidetireshredding
program

• Covertheregulationofthestorageof
wastetires

Who pays the fee?
Sellersofnewtirescollectthefeefromtheir
customersforeachnewtiretheysell.The
currentfeerateis$1.75pertire.Theretailer
paysthefeetotheBoardofEqualization,
whodepositsthefeesintheCaliforniaTire
RecyclingFeeManagementFundandAir
PollutionControlFund.

Do I need to register?
If you sell new tires, as defined below,
youmustregisterwiththeBoardandfile
returns. Qualified businesses that do not
registerorfilereturnsaresubject tofines
andpenalties.Forregistrationinformation,
contact the Environmental Fees Division
(seereverse).

What is a new tire?
“Newtire”means
• Apneumaticorsolidtireintendedfor

usewithon-roadoroff-roadmotor
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▼

For general information or to register . . .

Send an e-mail
www.boe.ca.gov/info/contact.htm#email

▼

Call our Information Center

800-400-7115

TDD/TTY:800-735-2929

▼

Write to Environmental Fees Division
StateBoardofEqualization

EnvironmentalFeesDivisionMIC:57
P.O.Box942879

Sacramento,CA94279-0057

▼

Taxpayers’ Rights Advocate
IfyouareunabletoresolveadisagreementwiththeBoard,orifyouwould

liketoknowmoreaboutyourrightsundertheTireFeeLaw,pleasecontactthe
Taxpayers’RightsAdvocateofficeforhelp.

Taxpayers’RightsAdvocateMIC:70
StateBoardofEqualization

P.O.Box942879
Sacramento,CA94279-0070

Telephone:888-324-2798or916-324-2798
Fax:916-323-3319

• Penalty charges.Youwilloweaten-percentpen-
alty,basedontheamountdueforthereporting
period,ifyoufilealatereturnand/ormakealate
payment.

Note
• Ifyoudonotreceiveareturn(forexample,it

islostinthemail),youarestillrequiredtofile
areturnbytheduedate.ContacttheBoardfor
adviceonhowtofile.

• Youmustfileareturnevenifnofeesareduefor
thereportingperiod.

• Keepacopyofthereturnsyoufiletouseinthe
eventyouareaudited.

Can tire sellers be compensated for  
their costs?
Yes.Sellersofnewtirescanretain1.5percentofthe
recycling fee as reimbursement for their costs for
collectingthefee.Thebalanceofthefeemustbepaid
totheBoard.

Theinformationinthispublicationisasummary.Forspecificrequirements,seesection42860,andfollowing,
ofthePublicResourcesCodeandsection55001,andfollowing,oftheRevenueandTaxationCode.


